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West Student Association
Needs to be Overhauled

—an Occident News editorial

It would be a hypocrasy for us to say that this year's Student

Association is efficient and well organized; yet it would be an even
greater hypocrisy to say that the inefficiency is the fault of this
year's officers, for any governmental organization operating under
an out-dated system can hardly be efficient.

The main problem of the SA is its inefficacy. We have an
Executive Council that is predominately legislative and a legis-
lative House of Representatives that merely rubber-stamps Council
legislation. We have weak bodies to enforce our laws and no
courts to enforce them, '

A house committee has been set up to study the proposed Sen-~
ate (see commitee story on page one), But setting up a Senate
is not enough to iron out the difficulties of the Student Association.

The Commissioner of Finance should be replaced with a treas-~
urer, an elected SA officer. The head cheerleader should be elect-
ed by the cheering squads rather than by the whole school. She
should be replaced in the government by a Commissioner of School
Spirit. All commissioners—School Spirit, Publications, Athletics,
Music, Assemblies and Social Welfare—would lose their govern-~
mental voting privileges. The commissioners should be approved
of by the groups which they represent.

The four SA officers—the president, vice president, treasurer,
and secretary—would be the membrrs of the Executive Council.
The commissioners would serve on the Council as an advisory
cabinet to the officers. The Executive Council would have execu-~
tive powers only. The Senate, replacing the Executive Council as
a legislative body, would be composed of the six class presidents
and vice presidents. The Student Association officers would be
ex-officio members of the Senate. All Senate members would
have one vote—class presidents and vice presidents representing
their classes and the SA officers representing the school-at-large.
The SA president would preside over the Council and the Senate
and the vice president would remain chairman of the unchanged
House of Representatives.

Happy Medium Needed
For School Studies

—an Occident News editorial

From the time we started school, we have been prodded and
urged by our elders to put our “all’” into everything and to do all
tasks, no matter how insignificant, as well as we are able. Teach~
ers have told us that we must always strive to do the best that we
are able in all our subjects. If we put our all into each class, how
can we have time left for any recreation? It seems there would

be no time left in the day for anything but study.

Why should we put our utmost effort into all our classes, giving
equal fime to each one? Aren't some classes more important than
others? Doesn't English rate above hygiene? If equal time and
effort were spent on all clases one would probably receive an A

in hygiene and a C in English.
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We must strike a happy me-
dium. But what is it to be?
There ‘are many factors which
must be taken into consideration
in answering the question. How
much time does the student have
to spend on homework on a
particular night? How many
subjects does he have to work
on? What subjects are they? We
must classify the subjects as to
their relative value to the stu-
dent.

In this breakneck race with
the Russians for supremacy of
the world, our time and our fields
of study must be channeled in
the right direction. All fields of
study cannot receive equal time
or energy. It is true that one
should be well-rounded, but not
to extremes. Never before in
man’s history have his actions
held such great consequences,
We must now put our all into
the things that matter and let
the unimportant fall by the way-
side. Those things being done,
we will have a better view of our
horizons and be better equipped
to meet them.

Save Your Rummage
SENIOR CLASS
RUMMAGE SALE
February 24

Only In America

Examines Society

Harry Golden’s Only in Amer-
ica is a present-day portrait of
the American way of life in retro-
spect. Golden seeks to examine
our society in the light of his
own experiences. The result is
a humorous, though at times
very serious, analysis of our na-
tion and its people,

To thwe reader, Golden may
give the impression that his pri-
mary goal is to reform the so-
ciety in which he lives and there-
by bring back the “good old
days”, This is partly true.
Golden does feel a nostalgia for
the America of thirty years ago.
e misses the close-knit family
life and more personal surround-
ings. To him life has become,
in some respects, highly com-
mercialized. There is not the re-
lationship between parent and
child that there was in his time,
nor is there the personal attach-
ment to surroundings. Who, for
example, could become attached
to the coldness of a skyscraper
-or the parental substitute of an
all day nursery?

The stories, editorials from
Golden’s newspaper The Carolina
Israelite, are extremely varied in
their centent, Because of this
variation, the reader will find
little difficulty in selecting a
story suitable to his interests.

There are a number of sub-
jects covered in the book that
could, no doubt, generate con-
siderable discussion. The dictor-
ials range from such topics as the
use of the so-called greeting
“How are you?”, the censoring of
books. — Shakespeare s Mercharit
of Venice in particular, Jéewish
life on the east side of New
York, and the position of the
Negro and Jew in the South.

Because of its wide range in
subject matter and appeal Only
in America serves as a source of
enlightenment to its readers and
at the same time relates the way
of life in both past and present.

—Alan Wass

Respecifully Submitisd
Point System Revised

A committee has been busy
revising the point system
which is used for activity let-
ters. The revised plan was
approved of by the Executive
Council and the House of Rep-
resentatives last week. The
new system will be included
in the revised student hand-
book, due out later this year.

Over $100 was collected for
Christmas baskets by the Var-
sity Club and the Studeant
Association. The baskets were
purchased and delivered a few
days before Christmas.

The five House of Repre-
sentatives Committees have
been working on various plaus
(see committee story on page
one).

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Fribance,
SA Secretary

Letters to the editor from
our readers will be accepted
and printed by the Occident
News with the consent of the
writer and the Occident News
Editorial Board. Students are
emphatically encouraged to
aexpress their views through
the Occident News’ “From our
readers” column,

The News Talks To . . .

Bob Chapman, Active Senior
Rick Hessney, Busy Freshman

Bob Chapman is the vice-presi-
der.t of the National Honor So-
ciely at West. His main duties
as vice president are to take over
for the president when she is
absent and help carry out the
plans of the National Honor So-
ciety, It is an honor to be a
member of the NHS and the
vice presidency is an honorary
position.

Bob’s main interests include
skating, swimming, reading in
general, photography, psychol.
ogy, history, language, art, and
music.

Bob is also the President of
the French Club (Les Aspirants)
and the Photography Editor for
the Occident Annual. Besides
his school activities, Bob is an
active member of his church
fellowship.

After graduation Bob plans to
enier college and go into govern-
ment work in the diplomatic
field.

Bob’s favorite classes are Eng-
lish, trigonometery, and French.

Bob is a former student of
P.5. 19 and has lived in Roch-
ester all his life,

Richard Hessney, a WHS fresh-
man of varied interests, is the
Junior High Standard bearer and
the president of his class.

In September the members of
the freshman class elected Rick
as their president. Last year he
was an eighih grade officer. Rick
was chosen to be the Junior
Standard Bearer early this year.

Rick does well in all his sub-
jects. He especially likes math,
and sccial studies, both honor
subjects.

Rick plans on college in the
future but is undecided about the
particular college and occupa-
iuon he will enter.

Rick has certain likes and dis.
likes. He is adverse to busy-
bodies, conceited people, and
loud mouths. But sports, girls,
the twist, movies, records, and
Mad are favorites of Ricks. He
plays piano in the Junior Orches-
tra,

Projects for the freshman class
year may include a dance in late
winier, and possibly a picnie,
Rick said.

Democracy at Work in WHS

—an essay by Larry Hotchkiss

One of the most highly valued and sacred rights of a citizen of
the United States is the right to vote. This right is important
because it gives the people a voice in the choosing
of responsible leaders: for their country. This
sacred privilege of voting for government leaders
is also practiced on a smaller scale, but with equal
importance, in public and private groups and in-
stitutions. Even West High 'School has. an
elected government body—the West High Stu-
dent Association.
the student body elect individuals from each class to represent and
uphold their ideas in the running of the school for the ensuing
school year. Election time at West High is therefore one of the
most important periods of the school year and is dealt with
seriously and with a realization of the importance of the right
which is being exercised.

One of the most mportant factors in any candidate’s campaign
is the circulation of data and pamphlets informing the public that
he is running for office and the ideas on which he is basing his
campaign. And anyone who has been at West High during
election time will testify that it is easier to walk through a snow-
storm than to fight one's way through the bushels of campaign
pamphlets which are scattered and dropped by the score in every
hall and stairway. ~ Of course at West High more attention is paid
to the funny pictures on their covers and the ease with which they
are converted into paper airplanes than to the principles and ideas
of the candidate who had them made. It would almost seem that
the more fun they provide the more votes their subject receives.

After the campaign material has been circulated, the candidates
are given an opporunity to make election speeches telling what they
are running for, the principles which they will uphold, and the
improvements they will carry out if elected. At West High, an
assembly period -is set aside each year during election time to
give the student body an opportunity to hear the candidate’s elec-
tion speeches and decide which are best suited for the offices.
During these assemblies, the candidates receive equal time to pre-
sent their platforms to the students and to explain their plans for
the school government of the coming year. To some it may seem
that the speeches are quite similar year after year. To some it
may seem that the coke machine, student lounge, and other varied
improvements have become standard material for each campaign
speech. To some it may seem that more attention is given to the
preparation of the skits than to the speeches themselves. But most
students realize that, although the long-awaited coke machines
have not yet become so numerous as to create traffic problems in
the halls, the campaigners are sincere and will, if elected, fulfill as
many promises as possible or at least those that they remember.

Finally the big day arrives and the actual balloting begins. The
voters have conscientiously listened to and weighed the proposals
and promises of the candidates and have carefully decided who
they will choose to represent them in their government. At West
High, the members of the student body also weigh the campaigns
of the candidates and decide for whom to vote. But the reason-
ing which guides their decisions is probably a little different from
those of people voting in national elections. Some of their deeply
considered decisions are based on such facts as to what fraternity
the candidate belongs, how funny his campaign skit was, and how
good looking he is.

It is pleasant to see what wonderful use the student body of
West High makes of such a sacred heritage as the right to take
part in the election of its governmental body. It is also reassur-
ing to realize that someday these same students will be participat-~
ing in the election of the leaders of the community and the sation.

Every year the members of

Thursday, January 25, 1962

OCCIDENT - NEWS

Page Five:

West Matmen Meet Franklin Tomorrow

The West grapplers meat
Franklin tomorrow at home in
their Fourth encounter of the In-
terscholastic League Season.

West beat Marshall on the Marx-
shall mats Jonuary 9, 33-13.
Scoring for West were Ken Koutz,
Paul Jones, Perry Jones, John Ca-
milio, Duncan Ververs, Gary
Traynor, Ray Coley, Jim Lodder.
and Tom Wilmer.

In their first encounter of the
season, the West matmen crushed
Charlotte 37-10. West won nine of
the twelve matches, with one
draw, Ken Koutz, Perry Jones,
John Camelio, and Dunc Ververs

registered pins in the ineet,

The present starting team in-
cludes:

95 1bs. — Ken Koutz

103 1bs. — Paul Jones

112 1bs, — Perry Jones

120 1bs. — John Camelio
127 1bs. — Dunéan Ververs
133 lbs. — Ron Seyba

138 Ibs. — Gary Traynor
145 lbs, — Ray Coley

156 lbs. — John Davis

Jim Thompson Leads
Swim Team to Victory

Jim Thompson, West High sen-
tor swimming star, set two Inter-
scholastic League records in the
West-Jeiferson meet at Charlotte
two weeks ago, as West smashed
Jefferson 77-13.

Thompson was the first city
school swimmer to swim the new
400 yard freestyle in less. than
five minutes; he did it in 4:54.
He also broke his own record in
the 200 yard freestyle with a 2:67
8.

The only event that Jefferson
won in the meet was the 100 yard
breaststroke.

Sectional Champions Eastridge
High School defeated West's a-
guamen in a non-league meet at
Eastridge on the 21st of Decem-
ber. The final score was Eastridge
59 and West 36. The swimmers

from Eastridge showed the quali-
ties which enabled them to be-
come Western New York Champ-
ions last year as they held West
to three firsts in the meet.

Jim Millet won the 50 yard
freestyle event for West and Jim
Thompson won the 200 and 400
yard freesiyle events. In winning
the 400, Thompson set a pool ree-

ord at Eastridge with a time of

5:05:2; -

In their second encounter the Oc-
cidentals defeated Penfield 53-42
at West. Jim Thompson set a
West pool record in the 400 yard
freesiyle with a time of 4:47, Jim
Millet set a school record in div-
ing with a total of 191.9 points.

Thompson also won the 200 yard

freestyle and Millet the 50 yard
freestyle,

West Beats Franklin in Basketball;
Loses in Wrestling and Swimming

West High's hoopmén were
victorious over defending champ-
ion Franklin High in last Fri-
day’'s West-Franklin basketball
game. The Occidentals beat
Franklin, 49-43 on the Franklin
court, Jeff Randall led the West
High scoring with 25 points.

Jim Thompson set two more
Interscholastic League swimming
records Friday as the West
High swim team lost t¢ Charlotte
55-40. Thompson knocked 10 se
conds off his 440 record, clock-

Book Your Hayrides
with
EL RANCHO STABLES
650 PAUL ROAD
BE 5-3750 or BE 5-3753

Save Regularly at

ROCHESTER
SAVINGS BANK

Get that extra measure of
savings at the bank of the
Golden Rule
School Savings Headquarters

)
40 FRANKLIN STREET

ing at 4:44.0, He alsoset arecord
in the 100-yard freestyle, 0:54.5.
The meet was held in the WHS
pool.

East High defeated West, 27-19,
at East last Friday in wrestling.
The meet was held at East High
School.

Have Band—Will Travel

EASY ROCKERS

For Bookings Call
BEverly 5-8170

PICKLES'
PILL
PALACE

Opposite West High

FA 8-1290

ECKL HARDWARE

440 GENESEE STREET

167 1bs. — Jim Lodder
181 1bs. — Tom Wilmer

unlimited — Larry Curtiss &
Charles Viggiano

This year’s wrestling team is
both promising ard.experienced
as five starters from last year’s
squad return. Strength is seen in
the lower weight classes as Dun~
can Ververs, Section V champ,
and John Camelio, former city
champ, defend their titles. Coach
George Hart has expressed confi-
dence in this year’s team. It is
without doubt that the squad will
continue to maintain the high de-
gree of success that has been set
by previous West wrestling
teams, says Mr. Hart,

W estHighHumor

Mrs. Galbreath: “Ed, give me a
sentence with ‘bitter end’ in
it.” ]

Ed, Fox: “Yesterday the dog was
chasing the cat and he bit
her end.”

* * *

Mr.  Provost: “What happens
when the human body is
" completely immersed in wat-
er?” ..

Russell Curtiss: “The telephone
rings” 7

® * L

Miss Barnum: “Emmett, name
two pronouns?”’

Emmett Roberts: “Who? Me?”

Miss Barnum: “Correct.”

L3 & &

Steve: “Do you think any one can
tell the future with cards?

Mark: “My mother can: She took
oune look at my report card,
and told me exactly what
happen when ~ Dad- got
home,” :

THE PAPER TREE

Paper Specialties & Giftwares
MARIE & LOU WELKER
188 GENESEE STREET

ID 6-1280

HUNT'S HARDWARE

for
Dupont Paints — Bicycles
School Supplies
390 THURSTON ROAD

Stamps For Collectors
Largest Selection of Stamps
and Albums
E. L. TEALL
802 Brown St. at Bull's Head
Open 11:15 a.m.-9:15 p.m.

WHITNEY CLEANERS
and LAUNDRY

AND
SCOTCH WASH
SELF SERVICE LAUNDROMAT
509-515 CHILI AVENUE
Free Parking in Rear

Up In 313

Fﬁysics? Often Heard About;
Never Really Understood

Physics is a subject often heard about, yet never fully under-
stood. In this atomic age, with the emphasis being placed on sci-
ence, it is well to know something about the increasingly popular
field of physics.

What is physics? Physics is the study of physical properties
and laws which deal with matter and energy. There are many
branches of matter and energy: the basic ones are mechanics,
heat, electricity, and light. “Physics is an intellectual discovery,”
Mr. Thomas Bohrer, West High physics teacher, says, “and only
those who enjoy and get satisfaction from thinking things out
should take it.” Students planning on making science their major
sequence should realize that while biology and chemistry are
largely sciences of description; physics is more of a science of
analysis that requires a thorough knowledge and understanding
of the topics, Mr. Bohrer said.

The new high school physics
deals more in theoretical relation-
ships, while 10-15 years ago phys-
ics dealt only with practical de-
vices and applications of theories.
High school physics makes many
assumptions and doesnt use as
much math as college physics
does, thus ‘high ‘school study :s
more for background purposes
than for a complete knowledge of
the subject. .

The objectives of high school
physics are to acquaint students
with “laws of nature” and other
facwual information and to enable
them to apply this knowledge to
practical situations. Another
objective is to acquaint the in-

In photo above Mr.

Bohrer, physics teacher, explains
experiment to (from left toright)
Gerry Philips, Mary Jane Wight,
and Dale Van Ocker.

Thomas -

dividual with the situation en-
countered by the people who for-
mulated the laws of physics;
this is the purpose of lab experi-
menits, = The experiments also
give the students a - chance [to
apply their knowledge to actual
situations, A recent lab experi
ment was to have physics stu
denis run up stairs so their
horsepower could be calculated.
When “asked about the small experiment of their own!

number of girls taking physics P

Mr. ‘Bohrer said that girls don’'t seem to be interested enough to take
it. He doesn’t discourage them, they just don’t enroll in the ecourse.

In photo Charles Dowd and Jan-

Asked why the students seemed to be moving about like
mice in a maze when they were doing their laboratory work, Mr.
Bohrer said that it was just a sign of frusiration: “The laws of na
ture are very frustrating,” he said.
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