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OCCIDENT NEWS

Thursday, October 26, 1961

Can We Keep Our School Spirit Burning? The Fignewton Report to the World

Can it be that the supposedly
impossible is happening at our
school? Is it at all possible that
there has been a reawakening of
that intangible commodity, school
spirit? )

It is hard to say exactly when
the students at West lost the

spirit that fosters pride in’ their
school and willingness to sup-

port it and its activities; it has
been a tapering down process
that must have started years ago
when the vast number. of outside
enjoyments and influences that
draw students away from school
activities first become apparent.

But the early indications of
this year show a change in the
downhill trend. Interest in school
and school activities, which has
been asleep so long, seems to
be awakening. The sales frorm
the first football game were bet-
ter than usual, the buses to the
game have been accepted with
excellent response, and the Stu-
dent Association has eliminated
exclusive voting restrictions from
the Student Ticket, now the Ac-
tivity Ticket. This, too, will tend
to raise school spirit by allowing
more people to be a part of the
student government.

Maybe we have gone through
a ‘“Dark Ages’” of student apathy
and now we are at the end of it,
and on an upward climb to a

THE SPARK OF SCHOOL SPIRIT 1S

BURNING BRIGHTER AT
WEST HIGH...

Renaissance or rekindling of the
spark of school spirit.

Then again, these early indi-
cations may be false indications.
This year may turn out'as pre-
vious years have, with failure of
activities because of lack of sup-
port and interest on-the part of
the students who should be
clamoring for, and taking full

advantage of them K We sincerely
hope that this is not the case. The
seniors will be leaving this
school soon, so the decision resis
not with them, but with the un-
derclassmen—the ones who re-
main, whether to fan the spark
of school spirit until it becomes
a glowing flame, or let it die.
-—Charles Dowd

Year-round School Seen Unnecessary

Would a student be willing
summer vacation and remain
eleven or twelve months?

Many people believe we should make young-
sters remain in school continuously, especially
since Russia is now expanding her educational
system. Others feel that people grow stale if
forced to study all year and that a vacation is
necessary to relax the mind and to ease the
tedium of the rush-rush of the school vyear.
Forcing the student to cram, the advocates of
vacation argue, is worse for the student than

allowing him to take off every

The summer vacation, now an
may have a greater effect on a student than

During the past few
years the idea of a longer school year, while
not receiving the publicity of a longer school
day, has appeared before the public.

By Edward Fex

to give up his
in school for

winding and

able in most

other day. the year.

institution,

regular school year.
ten week vacation to earn money for the rest of

many people realize. Towards the end of the
school year the tension of exams and report
cards has a decided effect on the pupils of a
school . The 1
sary to some pupils for the purpdse of

summer recess is actually neces-

preparing for the following year.

Many students, although they do not need
the vacation for unwinding purposes, find it the
only time which they have to enjoy their hob-
bies and to catch up on their reading. The stu-
dents whom a longer year would benefit are
in all probability taking the courses they want
in summer school.

Summer courses are avail-
subjects which are taught in the
Some students need the

Anyway, we have the longer school day,
so why not be satisfied with that for awhile?
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S A Officers Rid
Voting Restriction

Last year the four newly elect-
ed Student Association officers
stated that they would like to
see the voting restriction removed
from the Student Ticket.

Early this September the Exec-

utive Council drew wup their
plan for the Student Ticket.
There are three major changes
from last year’s ticket. First,
the voting restriction has been
removed. This means that
everybody attending West High
School will be able to vote in all
elecions—class and SA. Second-
ly, the price of the Occident News
will be 5c¢ with a SA Ticket and
15c without. If there are 1000
SA Tickets sold, then the 3¢
charge on th2 News will be re-
moved for ticket holders.
. Thirdly, the Student Handbook
will be revised and each ticket
holder will receive one free. The
total year’s savings for ticket
holders is over $5.50.

In order to receive an athletic
or scholarship letter, one must
own a SA Ticket.

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Fribance,

Habits and the Open Door Policy

People acquire habits very easily 1 found out last week in a
little test I conducted just for the heck of it.

Three weeks ago I joined West High School’s Service Corps, a
sort of “pick-up-your—tray, don’t-run—down-the-stairs” affair,
dedicated to the purpose of keeping peace, and sometimes justice,
between West's cafeteria walls. I was assigned to stand at the
bottom of the stairway to the lunchroom. Not knowing for sure
just what to do I decided that it would be nice if I just stood
at the bottom of the stairs and held open one of the doors
that lead into the lunchroom. For two weeks I held the left door
only open-for hungry students and sleepy teachers.

Last Friday I disrupted the habits ¢f hundreds when I decided
to hold the right door open instead of the left one. I decided to
see who had become used to the ultra-exclusive left-doorman ser-
vice that | offered for the past two weeks.

One faculty member said, "You're cheating; you've switched
doors,” and befuddled, he wandered through the right door. An-
other faculty member, not quite so observant and in much more of
a hurry, nearly bolted through the closed left door and then,
giving me that “thanks-a-whole-lot” look, didn't bother to open
the left door himself but went through the one I was holding open.

Only two students bothered to hold the door open themselves;
many tried to go through it; several complained.

This week I sit on the stairs and leave both doors closed. Five
hundred people, used to doorman service, have noticed my sitting.
Some have registered complaints. Others threaten to boycott the
lunchroom.

Teachers are going to take the matter to their union. The prin-

cipal has been alerted. Fignewton’s Open Door Policy shall go
down in history!

Books Suggested for
Hish School Reading

Amadeo, by Daphne Barclay and Alas Babylon, by Pat Frank
are two books suggested by the Rochester Public Library for
teen-age reading.

Amadeo, a novel by Daphne Barclay, is about a 13-year-old
orphan in search of his mother. The  underlying theme is the
necessity of unselfish love to the attainment of human happiness.

The hero, seeking is own identity and the protective love of
his_mother. ends his journev_ by offering and giving his love and

un-

protection to his mother. A series of incidents, situations  and
characters that become part of Amadeo’s foot journey from a
small orphanage near Rome to a village near Florence contribute
individually to both Amadeo and the author’s theme. Each one
illustrates in a different way the lack of wholeness without the
Christian concept of love.

One of the 10 outstanding novels of the year for young adults
is Pat Frank's Alas Babylon.

- A defective nuclear weapon sets off World War III in a mo-
ment of international tension. A small Florida town is left intact
but completely isolated in the holocaust that follows. The in-
habitants react from the extremes of hopelessness to those of
challenge.

Kandy Bragg, a young man, accepts the challenge of leader-
ship in the quest for survival. The underlying theme of the story
poses the question, "How many people are too far divorced from
the fundamentals of life to survive if the facilities provided by
modern society are taken away?”’

Alas Babylon is a tense, taut, suspenseful story containing the
additional pertinence of immediacy. There's a young hero in this
story tht's made to order for young adults.

—Rochester Public Library

Open House

West High will hold an Open
House on Monday evening;
November 6,  from 7:30 until
9:30. The Open House is part
oi the school’s observance of
National Education Week.
Parents and friends of the
school are being invited to
tour the scheol's facilities and
to meet the members of the
faculty.

The West High Band will
present a program, <ond . re-
freshments will be served af-
ter the evening's events.

LUCIANI
BEAUTY SALON

641 THURSTON ROAD
Specialist in Styling for the
Young Modern
For Your Appointment
Call:

ID 6-6336

SISTER'S
FLOWER SHOP

SPOOKY!

TRY
Whatever the Occasion we PICKLES
can Supply the Flowers
FOR

298 GENESEE STREET

BE 5-1351

HALLOWEEN SUPPLIES

Pickles Pharmacy
Opposite West High

FA 8-1290

Special Discount for
West High Students

NEWS

Although West High's Cross
Country team placed seventh in
city competition, they are not
disappointed. They feel they
have gained much experience
for next year. Mike Bell is top
runner on the t(eam which is
young and inexperienced.

The team opened its season by
losing to East High and Frank-
lin High in a triangular meet
at Cobbs Hill on September 29.
East scored 22, Franklin 55, and
West 97 in the contest where low
score determines the victor,

The next Cross Country meet
took place on October 6 when
the team again came in third in
a triangular meet with Edison
and Monroe. .

On October 13 the harriers took
second in a meet with Madison
and Charlotte. 'The score was
Madison 27, West 50, and Char-
lotte 57.

Harriers Not Disa

Members of the Cross Country
team represent all four classes
at West. Seniors on the team are
Perry Jones and Michael Mur-
taugh. Juniors are Michael Bell,
Michael Piper, and Gordon Gil-

ppointed with Record

bert. Joseph De Frank, Ronald
Seyba, Wayne Markel, and Da-
vid Latham are sophomores. The
lone freshman member of the
team is Stephen Fox. Mr. Tom
Nacca is the coach.

Soccer Team Begins
Year with Good Record

‘West High's Soccer team is in
second place as g result of a 4
win, 1 loss, 1 tie record. In the
opening game of the season, de-
fending champion, East High
blanked West 2-0. The single
goal came in the fourth period
after both teams had been un-
able to score in the first three

periods.
r\?
3 -4

V7

The pitchmen fared better in
their second outing when they
defeated Jefferson 4-0, Sept, 29.
Goals were scored by Tom Sealy
and Matt Deutscher.

In the third game, Oct. 3, West

defeated Charlotte by a score of
8-1. Scoring for West were John
Jenkins, with two goals, and Tom
Sealy, and Matt Deutscher, with
one each,

The pitchmen played their
fourth game of the season
against Monroe winning by a
score of 4-2. Goals were scored
by John Jenkinsg and Mike Ma-
haney.

In the fifth game of the sea-
son on Oct. 10, the pitchmen de-
feated Franklin by a score of 4-2
with the winning goal being
scored by John Jenkins and Tom
Sealy. :

In the Marshall - West game;
West tied undefeated ~Marshall,
0-0. ‘

Slip of Tongue

Judy Woodhall, head -cheer-
leader, was heading for home a
few weeks ago when she met
basketball coach, Mr.
Hessney.

Samuel

Seeking information about the
basketball schedule, Judy hur-
riedly asked, “Mr. Hessney, do
you know anything at all about
basketball?”’

—_—

A STUDENT ACTIVITY TICKET
Your Best Buy!
GET YOURS NOW!

WHITNEY CLEANERS
and LAUNDRY

AND

SCOTCH WASH

SELFSERVICE LAUNDROMAT
*

509-515
CHILI AVENUE

West Beats Charlotte,
Marshall, and Edison:
Loses to Monroe 6-20

(Continued from Page 1)

Dave Ververs and Jerry Cum-
mings provided the running at-
tack to get West off to a flying
start. Each scored two of the
of the
Cummings ran 50 yards
for one of his touchdowns.

first four touchdowns
game.

Lou Deutsch and George El-
liott each scored one of the two
remaining six points,

FOR FLOWERS IT'S

NEWMAN

Florist
450 BROOKS AVENUE

0o o o O O O

FA 8-5858

AT AT

Open 10-9 Mon-Fri., Sat. "til 5

BO-JA's MEN'S WEAR
A Fine selection of ARROW SPORT and DRESS SHIRTS
Natural Shoulder Sport Ceats and Suits

BULL'S HEAD PLAZA

BE 5-2615

Occident News Literary

Issue Due in January

A special eight-page literary
issue of the Occident News will
come out in January. The issue
will feature essays, short stories,
and poetry written by West
High School students.

All students are asked to con-
tribute works for publication.
Deadline for entries will be
Thursday, December 14. Any

questiong .pertaining to. the suit-
ability of contributions should
be referred to members of the
English Department.
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Dear Gabby,

Senior Girl to Wear
Her Curved Bar Pin

Dear Gabby., As a senior girl, T
feel a little left out with no fra-
ternity pin. Do you think that
my Girl Scout Curved Bar would
be ail right to wear instead?
—DNot Stuck
Deur HWeot: Only if the Girl
Scout pin is the only thing on
you that’s curved.
Dear Gabby, Im rew at tha
game of love: and have never
been kissed. Is there some way
to correc: this situation?
—Snow White
Dcar Smow Whitz: Come to the
ccident News room, 101, after
schocl any night—there’ll always
be someone to help you out,
Deor Guabby. Would you please
tell Brian Jchnston to leave us
alone? —The Freshmoan Girls

Dear Frosh: BRIAN JOHNS-
TON, LEAVE THE FRESHMAN
GIRLS ALONE.

Dear Gabby, I'm sick of being
a young widow. During summer
vacation it was the cottage at
the lake, now it’s football. Next
basketball, then baseball!!
—Young Widow
Dear Widow: Why don’t you
make him a widower?

Science Fair
West High School will hold «
science fair this February. Win-
ners of the fair might have an
cpportunity to present their ex-
hibits ot the Brockport Science
Fair. ' ’

HUNT'S HARDWARE

for

School Supplies
390 THURSTON ROAD

Dupeiit Puints — Bicycles — |

W est High Granted
Quill and Scroll Charter

West High School has been
granted a charter to the Quill and
Scroll Society. The Q@Quill and
Scroll is the International Hon-
crary Society for high school
journalists, It was organized in
1926 by a group of high school
newspaper advisers. Its purpose
is to encourage and reward ‘“in-
dividual achievement in journal-
alism and allied fields.”

Quill and Scroll has granted
7,500 charters to high schools,
bo.h in the U. 8. and abroad.
There are more than 400,000
alumni in all walks of life, but
especially in journalism.

Quill and Scroll is not merely
an organization. It is an honor-
ary society with honorary admis-
sion requirements. A prospectin
membership must be at least a
junior or senior in the wupper
third of his class scholastically.
The prospect must have done
superior work in some phase of
zchool publications.

The society offers two or more
$500 scholarships to qualified
candidates each year and con-
ducts a National Newspaper
Week Contest, Current Events
Quiz, and National Writing Con-
tests. It also edits the Quill and
Scroll Magazine,

All juniors and seniors who
rank in the upper one-third of
their class and do outstanding
work on either - the Occident
News or the Occident Annuul
will be eligible for membership,
according to Mr. F. P. Eastman,
Quill and Scroll faculty adviser.

Book Your Hayrides
’ with
EE RANCHO-STABLES |~
650 PAUL ROAD
BE 5-3750 or BE 5-3753

world's most popular wool anklet for girls. The sock tha
fooks wonderful, feels wonderful whenever, whereve
you wear it. Perfect with sneakers, it comes in 13 fashiol
lors, white included. Just $1 at fine stores, or write
e Adler Company, Dept. $91, Cincinnati 14, Ohio.

Adler S. C. socks are available at the following stores: B. Forman Co., McCurdy & Co., Sibley, Lind-
say & Curr Co. E. W. Edwards & Son, and other fine stores.
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